talks, several poster sessions, a number of workshops (some focused on research topics, others on applications), tutorials, and a Doctoral Consortium. Best paper, best student paper and best Doctoral Consortium paper awards are also assigned to authors of distinguished papers. The program is often complemented by an open event targeted to the general public concerning the impact of Artificial Intelligence on society.
The 17th International Conference of the Italian Association for Artificial Intelligence (AIxIA 2018) was held in Trento, Italy, from November 20 to November 23, 2018. The conference was attended by almost 200 delegates, and 41 papers were selected for presentation at the conference. Among these, the General and Programme Chairs identified a set of papers that received particularly good reviews, that were invited to submit a revised and extended version. After a further round review process, the following eight papers were selected for this special issue: We would like to thank all members of the AIxIA 2018 Programme Committee for their effort and invaluable contribution to the review process, that was fundamental for maintaining the high scientific level of the event, and the additional reviewers recruited for the special issue reviews. We also would like to thank the AIxIA Executive Board, and all the researchers of the Artificial Intelligence community who supported this event by submitting their work and actively participating in it. Last but not least, we are grateful to Fabrizio Riguzzi, Editor in Chief of Intelligenza Artificiale, for hosting this special issue. 
